"ONCE   IN  A HUNDRED YEARS . . ."

Though she had no signed contract with her American manager,
she felt she could not discuss a contract with me until he released
her.

"Cable him/' I urged her. I was impressed with her concern for
perfect correctness in her relations with a manager whom she had
in effect already left

We met the next day in the office of the Paris manager, Fritz
Horwitz. She sat across the-desk from me,looking frightened. Her
voice, one of the most beautiful speaking voices I have ever heard,
was a little breathless. Her answers came slowly, but with certainty,

As Marian remembers it, I sat leaning with bent elbows on my
cane which I had laid across the top of Horwitz's desk, and I
looked, she says, twice as big as natural. Kosti, who sat quietly in
a corner throughout the discussion, took her arm as they left the
office and whistled a great sigh of relief. "Whew! I need a drink!"

I had no idea I was having such a steam-roller effect There was,
I confess, a single thought in my mind, and that was to present
this girl to her own land as she should be presented.

Her manager did not answer her cable, nor two letters. Finally,
there was a letter from a member of his staff. They would be sorry
to lose her, he said, but they could not offer her a guarantee.

A guarantee was just what I had proposed, a specified number
of concerts and a specified sum which she could count on in ad-
vance as her earnings for the American season. Security is a hand
enough commodity to come by in any profession. In the early
years of an artist's career it is utterly out of reach unless a rich
patron provides it The least a manager can do is offer a minimum
guarantee to a young artist in whose talent he has faith.

We signed a contract in which ^guaranteed her a season of fif-
teen concerts. Fifteen! Only a fewyears later she was to singninety-
six in the United States alone in a single winter season. She stffl
sings no fewer than fifty, and she could sing fifty more if there wepe
twice as many weeks in the year. This in addition to tiie uncounted
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